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Research on Open Educational Resources for Development 

 

Access to educational materials is essential to improve the quality of teaching and learning at 

all levels of education. Production and reuse of educational materials have always been a 

challenge due to the cost, time, permission and licensing fees to reuse copyrighted materials. 

Realising the importance of open courseware, the UNESCO organised a Forum on the Impact 

of Open Courseware for Higher Education in Developing Countries in 2002, which coined the 

term open educational resources (OER). In 2012, the Commonwealth of Learning and 

UNESCO with the support of William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, organised the World 

OER Congress that resulted into the 2012 OER Paris Declaration, which urged the 

governments to promote OER by releasing teaching, learning and research materials with an 

open license. It also called upon the governments to encourage research on ñthe development, 

use, evaluation and re-contextualisation of OER as well as on the opportunities and challenges 

they present, and their impact on the quality and cost-efficiency of teaching and learning in 

order to strengthen the evidence base for public investment in OER.ò While there have been 

several initiatives for policy developments, research in the field of OER is not common, at least 

in the Indian context.  

 

In the year 2013, the Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA), joined a 

network of research institutions to conduct Research on Open Educational Resources for 

Development (ROER4D) supported by the International Development Research Centre, 

Canada, and facilitated by the network hub at University of Cape Town, South Africa. This 

one-day workshop was organised to disseminate the findings of the research conducted at 

CEMCA, and also bring together other OER researchers to discuss research findings, 

challenges and opportunities for further research in the field.  

 

Objectives 

The objectives of the workshop were to: 

¶ Disseminate the research findings on OER; 

¶ Identify new areas of research on OER; and 

¶ Develop insights and strategies to overcome challenges to conduct research on OER. 

 

Format and Method 

The workshop was followed with a mix of presentations and group work. The workshop agenda 

is given in Annex-1. 

 

Participants 

The event was an invite only programme. Thirty-Two academic leaders, teachers in higher 

education institutions, researchers and librarians participated in the workshop (Annex I I ).  
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Workshop Proceedings 

 

Inaugural  

 

The workshop began with a formal welcome by Dr. Shahid Rasool, Director, CEMCA 

followed by introduction of the workshop by Dr. Sanjaya Mishra, COL. The Chief Guest for 

the occasion was Dr. B. K. Bhadri, Assistant Education Advisor, MHRD, Govt of India. He 

emphasised the need for providing excellent student support system and also to provide the 

student with adequate learning resources. He also highlighted the need of encouragement for 

researches on OER and ODL which will  go a long way supporting learning outcomes in both 

formal and distance learning systems. He also appreciated COL-CEMCAôs initiatives on 

OER/ODL for achieving the goal of quality learning in higher education. 

 

Keynote Address 

 

Prof. V.S. Prasad, Former Director of NAAC, graced the occasion and delivered the keynote 

address highlighting the research perspectives on sustainability and quality of Open 

Educational Resources for Development. He said, OER has the potential to bring a paradigm 

shift in education in 21st century, and the World OER Congress Paris Declaration 2012 has 

made some significant recommendations to be followed by governments and educational 

institutions to promote and encourage use of OER. One of these recommendations is 

undertaking research on OER. Appreciating the COL-CEMCA work on OER and organisation 

of this workshop on research in OER, he stated that research questions asked and the quality 

of research work done are critical to the relevance of research in OER for development. He 

elaborated on the following in his address:  

 

¶ What is the nature of paradigm shift in education resulting from OER? 

¶ What are the drives of OER? 

¶ What institutional open educational architecture is essential for OER? 

¶ Who authenticates the resources and ensures their quality? 

¶ How do we build the capacities of stakeholders in OER? 

¶ How do we synergise regional, national and institutional OER policies? 

¶ How do we validate the research in OER? 

 

Release of the Monograph 

CEMCA published the completed research project entitled ñTeachersô Attitudes, Motivations, 

Perceptions of Quality and Barriers to Open Educational Resources in Indiaò as a monograph 

entitled ñPromoting Use and Contribution of Open Educational Resourcesò. The publication is 

now available at:  

http://cemca.org.in/ckfinder/userfiles/files/CEMCA_OER%20Monograph.pdf  

 

 

 

http://cemca.org.in/ckfinder/userfiles/files/CEMCA_OER%20Monograph.pdf
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Sharing of Research Findings 

Dr. Sanjaya Mishra, Education Specialist, Commonwealth of Learning, and Principal 

Investigator of the project presented the key research findings. The presentation is in Annex 

III . 

 

After presentation of detailed research report Prof. Santosh Panda from IGNOU, New Delhi 

presented a critical commentary on the work. In his review he stated that, the research, as part 

of ROER4D network and funded by IDRC, is very timely, and addresses as to how best OERs 

can be used/ reused more effectively by both contributors and non-users. The study was 

conducted on 148 Indian university teachers (though, finally, 117 questionnaires and 

interviews could be analysed), who attended four interactive workshops on OERs by CEMCA 

at four regions of the country. The interactive sessions included: just-a-minute sessions, 

interactive quiz sessions, snowball sessions, and panel discussions. A structured and 

standardised Attitude Towards Open Educational Resources (ATOER) scale was developed 

and used in the study. The study focused on four variables: attitudes, motivations, barriers, and 

qualityðwithin a well-structured conceptual research framework and also used the Activity 

Theory of Engestrom (1987) and the ideas of mediating tool advocated by Vygotsky (1978).  

 

Further he emphasised that this study will be useful for both policy analysis as well institutional 

and faculty adoption of OER. More research though is needed to further crystallise how best 

OER can address the twin pillars of higher education in India todayðnumbers on one hand, to 

increase GER; and quality on the other hand, to achieve employability and happy living. The 

commentary is available at Annex IV . 

 

OER Researches in India  

In the post lunch session, the other IDRC researchers in the region and one doctoral researcher 

on OER were invited to make presentations on their work and share their findings, challenges 

and opportunities of further research in the field. The following presentations were made:. 

¶ ñA Study on the Adoption and Integration of OER Materials in Self-Instructional 

Course Developmentò Presentation by Prof. Mohan B. Menon. This works was 

conducted through Wawasan Open University, Malaysia (Annex V) 

¶ ñTeacher Professional Learning Communities: a collaborative adoption approach to 

OER in Karnatakaò Presentation by Mr Kasinathan Gurumurthy (Annex VI ) 

¶ ñOpenness and OER in context of Distance Education in Indiaò Presentation by Ms 

Sujata Santosh  (Annex VII ) 

The participants discussed on research design and findings of the researches. All presentations 

are in Annex V to VII . 

 

Group Work for Identification of Key Research Priorities on OER and Challenges & 

Solutions to Promote OER research 

All participants were divided into four small groups at random, and engaged in small group 

discussions. There were asked to highlight three research areas/ questions that needs further 



6 
 

research, and also identify challenges and solutions conduct research in these areas.  The key 

research areas, challenges and solutions to promote research on OER are presented below: 

 

Key Research Priorities on OER: 

¶ Development of OER capacity building mechanisms for higher education teachers and 

to study its impact on teaching and learning 

¶ The challenges of development, use and re-use of OER in disciplinary contexts 

¶ The quality and cost-efficiency of teaching and learning using OER 

¶ Adoption and integration of OER in course development for distance learners 

¶ Quality and authentication of available OER for use and repurpose for better learning 

¶ Motivation of higher education teachers to create and repurpose existing OER 

¶ Interventions of governments and institutions for adoption and promotion of OER 

¶ Study on attitude and perception of teachers on copyright, public domain, open licences 

and Creative Common licences 

 

Challenges for OER research: 

¶ Lack of awareness and understanding of OER 

¶ Poor funding for conducting research 

¶ Capacity of teachers to use, create, and contextualising of OER 

¶ Access to technology and availability of internet 

 

Solutions for OER research: 

¶ Leveraging positive attitude of teachers about OER  

¶ Creating awareness about OER though development of national and intuitional policies 

for OER  

¶ Provision for adequate funding for individual and institutional research 

¶ Scholarships for higher education students and teachers to conduct research on OER 

¶ Institutional capacity building on OER and open licence for teachers and academic 

leaders 

¶ Adequate infrastructure facility for use of technology, especially for differently able 

and marginalised communities  

¶ Provide uninterrupted internet facility to remote and difficult geographical areas  

 

Closing 

The workshop ended with feedback from two of the participants: Dr. P. Prakash (UGC) and 

Prof. Uma Kanjilal (IGNOU). Dr. Mishra thanked all the participants for their active 

participation and contributing their time of the workshop. Dr. Rasool thanked all, including 

CEMCA staff for the hard work to organise the workshop. 
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Annex I  

 

 

Agenda of the Workshop 

 

Time Activ ity  

10:30-11:30 Inaugural Session 

¶ Welcome of the guests: Dr. Shahid Rasool, Director, CEMCA 

¶ Introduction of the workshop: Dr. Sanjaya Mishra, COL 

¶ Remarks by the Chief Guest: Mr. B. K. Bhadri, Assistant Education 

Advisor, MHRD, Govt of India  

¶ Keynote Address: Prof. V.S. Prasad, Former Director, NAAC. 

¶ Release of the Monograph on OER 

¶ Vote of Thanks: Mr. R Thyagarajan, HAF, CEMCA 

11:30-12:00 Tea/Coffee Break 

12:00-13:00 What the Indian higher education faculty say about OER? 

¶ Presentation of Key Findings: Dr. Sanjaya Mishra 

¶ Commentary: Prof. Santosh Panda, IGNOU 

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00- 15:00 OER Research in India 

¶ Presentation by Prof. Mohan B. Menon 

¶ Presentation by Mr Kasinathan Gurumurthy 

¶ Presentation by Sujata Santosh 

15:00- 16:00 Group Work 

¶ Key Research Priorities on OER 

¶ Challenges and Solutions to Promote OER research 

16:00 Closing and High Tea 
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Annex I I  

List of Participants 

 

Sl. 
No. 

Name and Address Phone No. email 

1 Prof. V.S. Prasad 
Former Director 
National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC); and  
Former Vice-Chancellor,  
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University 
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034, 
India 

07893192146 prasadvs99[at]hotmail[dot]com  

2 Dr. Sanjaya Mishra 
Education Specialist Commonwealth 
of Learning 
Canada 
 

 smishra[at]col[dot]org  

3 Prof. Mohan Menon  
Chairperson, DISHA-Global Trust 
Mahakavi G. Road, 
Kochi-682011 Kerala, INDIA 
 

M: 91-9746062029 
LL: 91-4842376063 

mohanbmenon[at]gmail[dot]com 
 

4 Mr Gurumurthy Kasinathan Director, 
IT for Change 
# 393, 17th Main Road, 
35th Cross, Jayanagar 4th 'T' Block, 
Bangalore, Karnataka - 560041. 

Tel: +91 80 2665 
4134 / 2653 6890 
TeleFax: +91 80 
4146 1055 
 

ITfC[at]ITforChange[dot]net 
Guru[at]ITforChange[dot]net 
 

5 Dr. Santosh Panda 
Professor  
Indira Gandhi National Open 
University 
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi 

9810012828 
7042173838 

spanda[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]in 

6 Ms Sujata Santosh 
Assistant Director, National Centre 
for Innovation in Distance Education, 
Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU) 
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi 

Mob: 9811744708; 
Off.: 011 29573070 

sujata[dot]santosh[at]ignou[dot]ac[
dot]in 

7 Atul Thakur (former RA OER4D) 
 

8750679544 
9086025969 
 

atulschalkur[at]gmail[dot]com 

8 Prof. Madhu Parhar 
Indira Gandhi National Open 
University, Maidan Garhi,  
New Delhi  
(CEMCA Advisory Council Member) 
 

 madhu[dot]parhar[at]gmail[dot]co
m 

9 Dr. S S Jena +91 9910075392 ssjena1960[at]gmail[dot]com 
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Indira Gandhi National Open 
University, Maidan Garhi,  
New Delhi  

10 Dr. Mythili 
Indira Gandhi National Open 
University, Maidan Garhi,  
New Delhi  

09868287636 gmythili[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]in 

11 Prof. Uma Kanjilal 
Director, IUC-TEFED 
Indira Gandhi National Open 
University, Maidan Garhi,  
New Delhi 

+ 91-11-29572714, 
29572323 (O) 

ukanjilal[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]in 

12 Dr. A K Gaba 
School of Vocational Education & 
Training, Indira Gandhi National 
Open University, New Delhi - 110068  
  

011-29571644 
09968674422 
 

akgaba[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]in 

13 Dr. O P Dewal  
Indira Gandhi National Open 
University, Maidan Garhi,  
New Delhi 

 opdewal[at]gmail[dot]com 

14 Prof. Saroj Pandey  
Director 
School of Education 
IGNOU, New Delhi 

09911212565 spandey[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]in 

15 Prof. Amitav Mishra  
Professor (Special Education) 
School of Education, 
Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU), 
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi, India  
 

91+11+29572999  
91+11+29534882  

amitav[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]in 

16 Prof. Savithri Singh  
Principal 
Acharya Narendra Dev College 
(University of Delhi), Govindpuri, 
Kalkaji, New Delhi 110019 

011-26294540 principal[at]andc[dot]du[dot]ac[dot]
in 

17 Prof. K Srinivas 
Professor ICT 
NUEPA, New Delhi 

09650880208 drksvasu[at]gmail[dot]com 
ksrinivas[at]nuepa[dot]org 

18 Dr. Gyanendra Tiwari 
Associate professor  
School of Education Amity University 
Noida  

09871070488 gntiwari[at]amity[dot]edu 
gyantiwari2001[at]yahoo[dot]com 

19 Dr. Debal C. Kar 
Librarian,  
Amberdkar University 
Delhi 
 

9811392242 Debal[dot]kar[at]gmail[dot]com 

20 Prof. Sanjay Kumar Jha  9555649989, 
9971069609 

skjha[at]ggn[dot]amity[dot]edu, 
doctorskj[at]gmail[dot]com 
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Director (ASLA ) & Professor 
(Linguistics) 
Amity Education Valley, Manesar 
Amity University, Gurgaon,  
Haryana, India 

 

21 Dr. Shantanu Ganguly,  
Fellow and Associate Editor (World 
Digital Library) Knowledge 
Management Division TERI India 
Habitat Centre Lodhi Road, New 
Delhi - 110003 | India 

+91 9811330235 Shantanu[dot]Ganguly[at]teri[dot]re
s[dot]in 

22 Prof Biswajit Das 
Centre for Culture Media and 
Governance, Jamia Millia Islamia 

 biswas[dot]das[at]gmail[dot]com 

23 Dr T R Kem,  
Former Secretary UGC/Former 
Director CEC 
 

9810282574 trkem[at]rediffmail[dot]com  

24 Dr P Prakash,  
Additional Secretary ,  
UGC, New Delhi 
 

9810877588 asprakash96[at]gmail[dot]com 

25 Dr Dev Swarup,  
Additional Secretary, 
UGC, New Delhi 
 

 devswarupugc[at]gmail[dot]com 

26 Prof. Ram Chandra  
Director, Distance Education 
Skill Development 
Mewar University 

07838062305 ramchandrasrd[at]gmail[dot]com 

27 Dr. Aerum Khan,  
Assistant Professor  
CIET-NCERT 
New Mehrauli Road 
New Delhi-110016 
 

9250733230 Aerum[dot]khan[at]ciet[dot]nic[dot]
in 

28 Dr. Yashpaul Sharma,  
Assistant Professor 
CIET- NCERT 
New Mehrauli Road 
New Delhi-110016 

9911078294 Yesh[dot]sharma[at]ciet[dot]nic[dot
]in 

29 Ms. Jatinderjit Singh 
Indira Gandhi national Open 
University 
Maidan Garhi 
New Delhi -110068 

9313158648 kaurjatinderjit[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]i
n 

30 Mr. Phet Sayo 
IDRC 
Jor Bagh 
New Delhi-3 

 psayo[at]idrc[dot]ca 

31 Mr. B. K. Bhadri  bkbhadri[dot]edu[at]nic[dot]in 
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MHRD, New Delhi 

32 Dr. G. Raviwbraw 
University of Madras 
Department of Journalism and 
Communication, Chennai 

9442554807 gopalanrauindraan[at]gmail[dot]co
m 
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Appendix III  

Presentations of the key findings by Dr. Sanjaya Mishra  

Slide 1 

 
 

Slide 2 
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